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“WHEN I WAS GROWING UP, MY DAD ALWAYS WORKED FAR 
FROM HOME. 
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Appendix A: Background on Navajo 
Nation
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Appendix B: Coal Mining in the Navajo Nation)

INTRODUCTION



Disparities in the Navajo Nation

Population:

Poverty:

Unemployment:
 

Income:

Educational attainment:

Occupational segregation:

Navajo businesses and services:

 

Health status:

“Green jobs are an extension of the indigenous rights movements of the 1960s and ’70s. 
They’ll give sovereignty, to live the way we want to,” said Anna Rondon of the New Energy 
Economy in New Mexico and the Navajo Green Economy Coalition. “Now, our lives are 
shaped by capitalism and corporate greed. Green jobs are a way to get back on track, to take 
care of the Mother. Green jobs are a way to decolonize ourselves.”7



WHEN RYAN JOHNSON WAS LAID OFF FROM WORK, HE WAS 
INVITED BY HIS COUSIN WAHLEAH JOHNS TO VOLUNTEER WITH 
THE NAVAJO GREEN ECONOMY COALITION. In July 2009, more than 
50 Navajo youth wearing green shirts and carrying signs marched to Window 
Rock. Johnson was surprised that there were this many engaged Navajo 
youth. “It was really an eye-opening experience to see that the movement was 
youth-led,” he said.  

Black Mesa Water Coalition

ORGANIZING FOR A NAVAJO GREEN ECONOMY

1.  Translating Green into Navajo: 

2.  Mobilizing for Navajo Green Jobs: 

3.  Enforcing Equity in Navajo Green Economy:

Building the Navajo Green Economy Coalition

Black Mesa Water Coalition 
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TRANSLATING GREEN INTO NAVAJO
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“Big environmental and conservation groups have direct access to 
foundations; [foundations] direct activities. It’s hard as a small indigenous 
organization to organize this type of work...[Navajo] communities are so 
different than urban communities. We deal with issues differently,” said 
Wahleah Johns, former codirector of BMWC. “It’s important to support 
and build leadership within the community. This is a good, equitable 
foundation to build green jobs...Community groups often look to big 
environmental organizations for direction. But, there also needs to be 
room to build the skills and capacity within the community.”20



 

 

Democratizing Green Economy Planning

Definition of Good, Green 
Jobs from the Green 
Equity Toolkit
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Realizing the Navajo Green Economy Plan

Transparent Planning 
Process from the Green 
Equity Toolkit



MOBILIZING FOR NAVAJO GREEN JOBS



Outreach to Navajo Chapters

  

Mobilizing Navajo Youth 
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Naachid

Naachid

Naataanii

Naachid

“I was blown away when I attended my first youth summit in 2003,” 
said Chelsea Chee, BMWC’s youth organizer. “I was in my first or 
second year of college and lived my whole life on the reservation. I was 
never taught these things about fossil fuel extraction,….After [attending 
the youth summit], I changed my life, how I dress, even what I eat.”53
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ENFORCING EQUITY IN NAVAJO GREEN ECONOMY

“The day the green jobs 
act passed was so powerful. 
It was the result of a long 
process,” said Krystal 
Curley, age 20, member 
of the Navajo Green 
Economy Coalition and 
student at New Mexico 
State University. “When 
the Council said yes, 
grandmothers started to cry. 
Everyone wore green shirts. 
It was so empowering to 
see Native youth making a 
change for our people.”57



Hataali

  

Social Entrepreneurship 
from the Green  
Equity Toolkit

Table 1. Comparing the Coalition’s Vision of a Green Economy to the Enacted Legislation
INITIAL PROPOSAL BY COALITION ADOPTED PLAN

Green Economy Fund
 

Economy Fund
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“The Navajo Green 
Economy legislation was 
created and structured to 
support local communities 
and the grassroots people 
who want to start green 
economy initiatives,” 
Wahleah Johns, 
outgoing Co-Director of 
BMWC, said. “And as a 
commissioner I intend to 
uphold the goals of this 
legislation.”63



IN DECEMBER 2009, RYAN JOHNSON JOINED 21 OTHER 
INDIGENOUS ACTIVISTS WHO WERE IN COPENHAGEN, DENMARK, 
FOR THE GLOBAL CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS.
a representative of the organization. Before then, Ryan had never traveled 
farther than Kansas, just several states over from Arizona. The experience 
was an eye-opening one for Ryan. Among other things, he participated in the 
North American indigenous delegation to press for a moratorium of fossil fuel 
extraction.
struggle for climate justice.  

 
 

planning process.  

CONCLUSION

Green Equity in Navajo 
Green Economy

 
 

 

 

 “Our parents have been 
really affected by boarding 
schools and colonization; 
they’ve been shaped by 
American norms. My 
generation is challenging 
these norms,” said Nikke 
Alex, incoming executive 
director of BMWC. “We’re 
trying to build self-esteem 
in our community and 
confidence in our youth. 
They don’t have to choose to 
follow the American Dream, 
where the car, house and 
iPod equal success. They 
can go back to agriculture 
and more traditional 
activities, and that’s a form 
of success.”68



THE NAVAJO NATION IS THE LARGEST NATIVE RESERVATION IN 
THE UNITED STATES, COVERING OVER 26,000 SQUARE MILES. 

Níhookaa Diyan Diné 

Dinétah

  

 

APPENDIX A:  Background on the Navajo Nation

“This is a national question 
of sovereignty, similar to 
what nations in Africa 
and Cuba face, in gaining 
control over your own energy 
resources and your usage 
of them,” said Roxanne 
Dunbar-Ortiz, indigenous 
historian and author.76 “The 
Navajos have the right, the 
moral authority, to self-
determine how their natural 
resources are to be used.”



FOR THE PAST THREE GENERATIONS, LIFE FOR THE NAVAJOS WAS 
CLOSELY LINKED TO COAL MINING. 

APPENDIX B: Coal Mining on the Navajo Nation

“The Navajo Nation wasn’t ready to shut down the mines,” said Wahleah Johns, former BMWC codirector. 
“They didn’t have a plan in place to take care of the mine workers who would be out of jobs. They didn’t have 
a plan for a transition. So, we felt it was necessary to talk about a just transition plan, to help to really take 
care of our people. These same workers are in our families, and we didn’t want to leave them high and dry.”81  



 
Navajo Green Economy campaign, especially incoming Executive Director 
Nikke Alex, outgoing codirectors Wahleah Johns and Enei Begaye, 
youth organizer Chelsea Chee Ryan Johnson, and 
cofounder Roberto Nutlouis. 

understand the campaign in the context of the indigenous environmental 
justice movement, including Anna Rondon of New Mexico’s New Energy 
Economy, Anna Marie Frazier Natasha Johnson of 

We are also thankful to Andrew Curley, formerly at the Diné Policy Institute 

Dana E. Powell
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, Professor Emerita of Ethnic 

historical context of the Navajo Nation and the analytical framework within 
which to understand energy politics for the Nation.
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